l82     LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL.
have happened to the Earl in tis travels. Cornelius Agrippa, the
celebrated alchemist, showed him, in a looking-glass, the lovely
Geraldine, to whose service he had devoted his pen and his
sword. The vision represented her as indisposed, and reclining
upon a couch, reading her lover's verses by the light of a waxen
taper.'—scott.
1, 312. St, Clairs. In a note on the family of St. Clair, now
generally spelt Sinclair, in which he explains that they were of
Norman extraction, and held lands in the south of Scotland as well
as in Orkney, Scott quotes-the following legend from a MS. history:
—The King, in following the chase upon Pentland-hills, had often
started a ' white faunch deer,' which had always escaped from his
hounds; and he asked the nobles, who were assembled around him,
whether any of them had dogs, which they thought might be more
successful. No courtier would affirm that his hounds were fleeter
than those of the King, until Sir William St. Clair of Rosline uncere-
moniously said, he would wager his head that his two favourite dogs,
Help and Hold, would kill the deer before she could cross the March-
burn. The King instantly caught at his unwary offer, and betted
the forest of Pentland-moor against the life of Sir William St. Clair.
All the hounds were tied up, except a few ratches, or slow-hounds,
to put up the deer; while Sir William St. Clair, posting himself in
the best situation for slipping his dogs, prayed devoutly to Christ,
the blessed Virgin, and St. Katherine. The deer was shortly after
roused, and the hounds slipped; Sir William following on a gallant
steed, to cheer his dogs. The hind, however, reached the middle of
the brook j upon which the hunter threw himself from his horse in
despair. At this critical moment, however, Hold stopped her in the
brook; and Help, coming up, turned her back, and killed her on
Sir William's side. The King descended from the kill, embraced
Sir William, and bestowed on him the lands of Kirkton, Logan-
house, Earncraig, &c., in free forestrie. Sir William, in acknow-
ledgment of St. Katherine's intercession, built the chapel of St.
Katherine in the Hopes, the churchyard of which is still to be seen.
The hill, from which Robert Bruce beheld this memorable chase, is
still called the King's Hill; and the place where Sir William hunted,
is called the Knight's Field.
1. 328. Kings of the main. ' The chiefs of the Vakingr^ 01
Scandinavian pirates, assumed the title of Sakonungr, or Sea-kings.
Ships, in the inflated language of the Scalds, are often termed the
serpents of the ocean,5—scott.

